Knitting Challenge FAQ doc 

How do I join the Sands Knitting Challenge?
Please register via Sands Knitting Challenge 25
Is there a fee to register? 
Yes, it’s £25 to enter, you will receive knitting needles, wool, knitting pattern and tote bag. 
Can you make a blanket without joining the challenge?
If you would prefer not to join the challenge, you can still get involved and join our wonderful group of volunteer knitters. For more information, please visit Knit for Sands | Sands - Saving babies' lives. Supporting bereaved families.
Can I crochet a blanket rather than knit? 
Hi, thank you for your interest in our knitting challenge. You can absolutely take part by crocheting. Please do sign up here https://fundraising.sands.org.uk/event/sands-knitting-challenge There is a crochet pattern available on our website https://www.sands.org.uk/get-involvedfundraisingfundraising-resources/crochet-pattern Please note that the pack supplied as part of the challenge contains knitting needles only, but we would love for you to take part if you have your own crochet tools 💜🧡
Can I use my own pattern? 
You can but please note, we can only use accept white wool blankets. White wool with no metallic inclusions is used. The finished blanket is square and between 20-24 inches/50-60cm or we will be unable to fold it to fit in the memory box
Why do Sands Memory Box blankets need to be white?
Sadly, there is great need for our Memory Boxes which go to bereaved parents from all walks of life and from different backgrounds and beliefs. So, to ensure that Memory Boxes are appropriate for every baby, we only use white blankets as they are a neutral colour. In some cases where a baby has died early in pregnancy, parents do not know the gender of their baby, and different colours can have different cultural significances.
 Do you accept blankets that are not hand knitted or crocheted, for example fleece?
 No. We only accept hand knitted or crocheted blankets.
 
Q: Do you only accept woollen blankets, or can I use a synthetic fibre?
A: We accept wool or synthetic fibres, as long as they are white and the blanket is handmade.
 
Q. Do you accept knitted items other than blankets?
A. No, unfortunately we can only accept white blankets. If you have other items to donate, such as blankets of different sizes or colours, or baby clothes, please get in touch with your local hospital, to see if they can accept them. You can find a map of neo natal units here. Please don’t send these items to us as we cannot use them and we will incur the cost of posting them on elsewhere.
 
Q: Where do I send finished Memory Box blankets?
A: Sands Knitting Challenge, C/O Partridges, Eagle Avenue, Magnetic Park, Desborough, NN14 2WD. Please remember to include the reply slip included in the pack.  Or if you no longer have the slip include a note with your detaisl so we know its from you. 
  
Q: I’d love to knit a blanket, but I don’t know how. Can you help?
A: Knitting a blanket for a Sands Memory Box blanket is a great project if you are starting to knit. There are many useful online videos which are made specially for beginners. There are a lot of ‘How to Knit’ videos on YouTube for example www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_R1UDsNOMk or visit this website here sheepandstitch.com/start-here/

Q: Are the patterns UK or US terminology?  
A: Both the crochet and knitting patterns are UK terminology.

Q: Do I need to knit the blanket in a certain amount of days? 
A No you can tailor the challenge to suit you and complete at your own pace.  You can knit one blanket or may choose to knit more. For example, we have had people who have never knitted before collect sponsorship for finishing a blanket. And we have had an experienced knitter who said she would knit a blanket for every £20 donated to her page. - do what works for you and what you think people may sponsor you for. 

Q: How many stitches should I have before I start decreasing? 
A: keep increasing until you've used one 100g ball, then attach the second 100g ball (magic knot has been the method suggested by a sands staff member - YouTube have lots of examples) and then start decreasing. Or until the lengths measure around 18-20in if adding a boarder. A finished Blanket should be between 20-24in.

Q: How long does it take for my pack to arrive 
A: We send the packs via Royal Mail and have experienced some varied delivery times, if you have been waiting longer than 3 weeks, please do email fundraising@sands.org.uk 










 


